Friends’ Basic Message
Week 6 – Living and Telling the Truth
“We need to learn how to model our Testimony of Integrity in our personal, professional and vocational lives.  We need to learn how to teach our children these testimonies.  We need to begin to live the way we want the world to become, rather than the way the world is now.  The crying need is for integrity in daily life, and Friends would do well to undergird all of their outward testimonies with the Testimony of Integrity, which must begin within the sanctuary of our own souls.”

-Wilmer Cooper, “Living the Testimonies”
Matthew 5: 33-37
‘Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.” But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. Let your word be “Yes, Yes” or “No, No”; anything more than this comes from the evil one.
Acts 5: 1-11
But a man named Ananias, with the consent of his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property; with his wife’s knowledge, he kept back some of the proceeds, and brought only a part and laid it at the apostles’ feet. ‘Ananias,’ Peter asked, ‘why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back part of the proceeds of the land? While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, were not the proceeds at your disposal? How is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You did not lie to us but to God!’ Now when Ananias heard these words, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard of it. The young men came and wrapped up his body, then carried him out and buried him.

After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. Peter said to her, ‘Tell me whether you and your husband sold the land for such and such a price.’ And she said, ‘Yes, that was the price.’ Then Peter said to her, ‘How is it that you have agreed together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the test? Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.’ Immediately she fell down at his feet and died. When the young men came in they found her dead, so they carried her out and buried her beside her husband. And great fear seized the whole church and all who heard of these things.

1. Ananias and Sapphira demonstrate the deadliness of lying to God and others, but given that it is unlikely any of us have witnessed such direct and immediate discipline, what do you take away from this passage? 

2. Does our culture reward honesty or deception? In what ways?
3. How does our Inward Teacher show us that untruth is deadly?
a. To personal spirituality? 

i. It undermines our own sense of integrity and wholeness.
ii. Other ways?

b. To fellowship, community, and corporate ministry? 

i. Through pretended concern in order to manipulate decisions; 
ii. through narrow interest in single issues while ignoring the overall ministry of the church; 
iii. through pretended spirituality devoid of spiritual growth and sacrificial ministry;
iv. through failure to confront sin so as to seem nice.
v. Other ways?

c. To our witness in the world?

i. telling others to let Christ transform their lives while we refuse to let the Spirit work in us neither fools nor attracts anyone.
ii. Other ways?

d. To our relationships?

i. dishonesty violates trust and places selfishness ahead of Christ’s sacrificial love in our dealings with other.
ii. Other ways?

4. How have Friends lived out their testimony of integrity?

a. by refusing to swear oaths (Matthew 5:34);

b. keeping speech simple and uncomplicated (Matthew 5:37); 
c. charging fixed, honest prices for retail goods;

d.  sharing materially with others in honesty about wants and needs;

e. ending slaveholding in honesty about the value of all humans.
f. Other ways?

5. How do you live out the testimony of integrity?

6. How does our meeting?

7. How does dishonesty affect us personally?

a. Dishonesty steals life, wastes energy on hiding and pretense, and binds people

8. What does Christ offer us instead?

a. Christ’s Truth makes us free by bringing truth to our hearts (John 8:31-32 - “Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, ‘If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.’”)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Testimony_of_Integrity
Since early in the foundation of the Religious Society of Friends, Quakers have refused to take oaths - they say simply “yea” or “nay” to questions rather than swearing or taking an oath. They recognized the truth of Jesus’s teaching (Matthew 5:34-37) that swearing is often a way to avoid telling the truth while appearing to do so. A person’s word should be accepted based on his or her reputation for truth-telling rather than on his or her taking an oath or swearing to tell the truth. This was embodied in their quote "let your yea be yea and your nay be nay"[4], from James 5:12.

Later, when many Quakers became successful in business (such as Cadbury, Rowntree, Fry, etc.), they set a fixed price for goods on sale rather than setting a high price and haggling over it with the buyer. Quakers believed that it was dishonest to set an unfair price to begin with. By having fair fixed prices Quakers soon developed a reputation as honest businessmen, and many people came to trust them in trading and in banking.[1] Thus, the Quaker name or image was adopted by business ventures of non-Quakers, such as oats and oil companies, to imply their fair dealing in price and quality.

Other examples of ways in which Friends testify or bear witness to truth and integrity include such practices as:

· making sure that one's words and actions flow from one's beliefs

· speaking the truth, even when it is difficult

· paying people fair wages for their work

· giving one's employer the right amount of labor for one's pay

· saying difficult things with grace and tact

· receiving difficult sayings gracefully

· guarding one's reputation for honesty, fairness, and fidelity

· taking responsibility for one's actions and their results

· fulfilling one's commitments

· taking care of items entrusted to one

· being open to the ideas of others but not being too easily swayed by them

· confronting lapses in integrity in oneself and in others

· giving credit to others for their contributions

· assessing people and situations fairly and accurately

· avoiding spending beyond one's means through the use of credit
Four ways to practice Testimony of Integrity p. 18-24

Excerpts from “The Testimony of Integrity” by Wilmer Cooper, Pendle Hill Pamphlet 296.
• truth-telling
• authenticity, genuineness, and veracity in one’s personhood (vs. trying to be something or somebody

we are not)

• obedience or faithfulness “to conscience illumined by the Light Within”

“[Quaker truth and integrity] is truth which may well have objective validity … but if it is not truth

which is internalized in each of us, and for which we take ownership, then it is not truth which is

valid and binding for us.  But once it lays hold of us, it is truth that will not let us go until we have

acted upon it.  This kind of truth is new and fresh and therefore vital.  It is not grounded in dogma,

creeds, abstract philosophical ideas, or theological affirmations.  It is not to be found in religious

textbooks or Quaker books of discipline, but it is grounded in a living faith and experience of the

present moment.  It is the basis for the Quaker testimonies…” p. 20-21

• wholeness
“Integrity forms the basis for a covenant relationship in which persons exercise a sense of

responsibility and accountability toward one another.  Individualism, which is preoccupied with

doing one’s own thing, often with little concern for how it affects other people, dominates much of

our behavior in western society, and in our American culture in particular, and it affects the

Religious Society of Friends as well.” p. 21

“If the wholeness aspect of integrity leads to a sense of community of persons, likewise it can lead

us to an experience of spiritual wholeness in our relationship with God. … ‘integration is not an

end to itself; it is a means to an end, and the end is God’ (Wyon, On the Way, 69).” p. 242

“Is it not true that we are in about as much danger of being destroyed by our own moral sickness and

culpability, as a society, as we are in danger of annihilation by a nuclear explosion?” p. 27

“We need to learn how to model our Testimony of Integrity in our personal, professional and vocational lives.  We need to learn how to teach our children these testimonies.  We need to begin to live the way we want the world to become, rather than the way the world is now.  The crying need is for integrity in daily life, and Friends would do well to undergird all of their outward testimonies with the Testimony of Integrity, which must begin within the sanctuary of our own souls.” p. 28
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